
Christ King of the Universe - Year A 
 

Naturally enough the theme running through all of today’s readings is that of Christ as king.  While 

the concept may seem anachronistic to modern democratic minds, the idea of Christ as king comes from 

cultures that were familiar with the rule of kings who had virtually absolute power.  In Christian 

tradition Christ was seen as having dominion over creation and so the title of king seemed suitable, 

particularly to those living in early Medieval Europe. 

One problem with this concept is that Jesus never presented himself as the kind of king that ruled in 

the ancient world or the sort of king that governed and fought wars in Medieval Europe.  When he 

entered Jerusalem Jesus was riding on a donkey, not on a majestic stallion and not seated in a fine 

chariot.  He was offering us the portrait of the humble king who reached out to ordinary human beings, 

a king who was lowly and gentle of heart.  Neither was he clothed in fine garments, for such characters 

are found in the houses of royalty (Matthew 11:8).  

Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 The first reading captures the true portrait of Christ the king, that is, 

the shepherd who loves and cares for his flock.  The people of such a king are guaranteed food and rest.  

Here is a king who will go out personally to rescue and bring back the lost; he won’t leave it up to 

others, so great is his concern, so deep his compassion. 

The original context of this text is the prophet Ezekiel offering encouragement to his fellow exiles in 

Babylon in the period 587-539 BCE.  The people’s cry is, ‘Has our God abandoned us?’  The prophet’s 

response is to point out that it was the kings and leaders of the past who abandoned God and governed 

selfishly to increase their own power and line their own pockets.  They did not look after the sheep of 

their flock but allowed them to be scattered with lies and corruption.  Ezekiel reassured his people that 

their God would always be present with them as their shepherd 

Psalm 22/23  This familiar psalm is a poetic meditation on the Lord as my shepherd, the one 

who will go out of his way to lavish welcome and hospitality on his guest.  Perhaps the most enduring 

expression in this song is right there in the first line: lo ‘ekhsar, which is, I will lack nothing/ I will not 

be in want/ I will not be diminished.  The poet is not merely saying he will have enough to eat, clothes 

to wear, a place to live, but he will have all the things that bring contentment, blessedness and fulfilment.  

With the Lord as my shepherd I will not be diminished, I will have stature and grace, I will be able to 

engage in solid relationships, giving encouragement to others and being lifted up by their care and 

support.  My cup will be overflowing.  We recall the words of the Lord in Isaiah 43:1-2: 

I have called you by name, you are mine.  

 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28 Today’s extract is from the last chapter of 1 Corinthians where Paul is 

dealing with the resurrection of Christ and the prospect of our own resurrection.  He uses the analogy 

of Christ as a king who overcomes his spiritual enemies, the last of which is death, and then enables the 

reign of God to be fulfilled.   

In one of his favourite comparisons Paul contrasts Christ with Adam.  His theology is that since Christ 

came to save us, we obviously needed saving and this sorry situation was brought about by sinful 

humanity, represented by the character of Adam.  In Paul’s view Christ restored what humans had 

ruined, and here he presents a situation in which Christ subdues all earthly powers and then finally 

conquers the ultimate power, which is Death.  Having taken over all creation he surrenders it to the 

Father in a spirit of deference to God’s supreme authority. 

Matthew 25:31-46  This passage is the end of the last discourse of Jesus in Matthew’s 

gospel.  The scene is one of judgment where all humanity stands before the Lord to receive either 

approval or rejection.  We learn that the basis of judgment are the human acts of compassion to those 

in particular need.  It is as if everyone is naked; there are no signs of rank or class, and no consideration 

of fame or fortune.  There are strong overtones here (and in the previous passage from 1 Corinthians 

15) of the judgment scene in Daniel 7, where ‘the holy ones of the Most High’ gain possession of the 

kingdom of God.  There is also an echo of God’s intention, stated in Joel 3:2 (in English Bibles), to 

gather the nations in the valley of Jehoshaphat for judgment.  Tradition has it that this valley is the 



Kidron valley between the Mount of Olives and Jerusalem city. An associated piece of trivia is that the 

large number of Muslim tombs in this valley represents those children of the Prophet who want ringside 

seats for the final judgment. 

The good guys have an instinctual routine of respecting others 

In Matthew’s scenario those receiving negative judgment are puzzled.  After all, they, honoured God 

with their words and declarations.  Maybe they even went to church, so why the bombshell?  It turns 

out that their treatment of the Christ in others by their attitudes and behaviour was consistently pretty 

awful.  Dismissiveness, lack of respect, discrimination, willful neglect and an attitude of ‘me first’ put 

them at odds with Goodness.  By contrast, the good guys will ask how and when did they come to serve 

Christ, and they will be told that their willing response to the better angels of their nature produced in 

them a habit of goodness, an instinctual routine of respecting others and showing compassion toward 

their fellow travellers.  For them, reaching out in kindness was a way of life, an effortless attitude 

towards all creatures. 

Notice the priorities in this whole scene.  It is not about rules, status and protocols, and there is no 

mention of hierarchy.  It is all about the way we relate to each other.  I am reminded of the saying of 

Alfred Adler, Austrian psychologist and psychotherapist (1870-1937): ‘All problems are interpersonal 

relationship problems.’  We nourish our relationships and life is good.  We mess up our relationships 

and life takes a dive, at which point unhappiness sets in because of our choices.  Unhappiness comes 

from discontent, which is usually of our own making.  So much of that mess comes from misplaced 

priorities, the inability to appreciate difference, and an attitude of disrespect. 

Don’t judge me – you don’t know what storms I have been asked to walk through. 

Remember Hillary Clinton in her US presidential campaign referring to Trump supporters as ‘the 

deplorables’.  That was not only unfortunate but quite damning politically.  No matter how righteous 

the cause or how misguided the opposition, nobody deserves to be called a deplorable or to be dismissed 

as unworthy.  When people are pushed into such a corner it is understandable that they push back.  It is 

no wonder they voted for a candidate promising to restore the average man and woman and drain the 

swamp of the elite and privileged.  Never mind that DT created his own kind of swamp!  It is here that 

a sound piece of golden wisdom might cut in: ‘Don’t judge me – you don’t know what storms I have 

been asked to walk through.’  What permission could we give ourselves to presume to pass judgment 

on anyone else? 

In these verses we see Christ identifying with you and me and every other human being.  We are all 

mentioned as his kin, and in the Semitic social world of Jesus there were no closer ties than those of 

kinship.  The relationship of family was important above all other social values.  So, he could well say 

that respect and compassion shown to a relative of mine is respect and compassion shown to me. 

 

When you practice gratefulness, there is a sense of respect toward others.                          Dalai Lama 

The beauty of nature is made up of variety and difference. A big heart can love variety and difference. 

Anonymous 

 

 

A man applied for a job with a construction firm. 

‘We take turns making the coffee,’ said the foreman. ‘Do you know how to make coffee?’ 

‘I sure do,’ said the applicant. 

‘And can you operate a forklift?’ 

‘Why? Just how big is the coffee maker?’ 


