






Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor Part 4 
Drawing Wisdom from Our Own Wells 

Some More  Theological Foundations 
 
All material things are created in love and are 
 loved in their nature as matter. All creation  
goes through cycles of change across time,  
and nothing escapes entropy or death or 
reenergizing or re-emergence. This is the cycle 
of matter and its transformations. 
. 
The more we recognise this divine presence 
 (in creation) the more we uncover the  
sacramentality of creation.  
The universe is infused with the love of God, 
and we are immersed in a world that continues 
to reveal the presence of the divine Word. The 
psalms rejoice in the divine artisan: “I look upon 
the heavens, made by your fingers, at the moon 
and the stars you set in place (Ps 8: 3)”.  
 
The saints appreciate it in song and prayer.  
St Francis sings, “Praised be You, my Lord,  
through our Sister Mother Earth, who sustains  
and governs us, and who produces varied fruits 
 with coloured flowers and herbs.” 
 

 
 
The liturgy takes up this underlying sacramentality 
in all things as it uses water, wheat, grape, oil, 
music, smell, and touch to transform us into a 
new creation. 

 
 
Within the realm of created things, we humans carry  
a sacramental trace of Christ. Jesus teaches that to  
care for one of the least is to care for him (Mt 25:40).  

“We like the way [Jesus] uses the things  
of nature to teach, and the important 
part nature plays in the Sacraments ... 
We can appreciate also the community 
nature of the Church, because we are 
very conscious of being part of a group 
bound by Religious ties. We are strong 
on ceremony through dance and song 
and painted bodies. Our ceremony 
closely involves groups and group 
participation... So the ceremony of the 
Mass, the ceremony of the Sacraments 
and the ceremony of the liturgy should 
find a ready response in us, provided it 
is made meaningful, based on a theology that is 
tuned to the Aboriginal mind.”  

Deacon Boniface Perdjert 
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....we are invited into ongoing conversion to transform 
our outlook and actions to be in accord with the loving 
presence of God at the heart of all reality, to be 
attentive to the beauty in all things, to recognise 
Christ in the stranger, and to hear and respond to the 
cry of the earth. 

 
Adapted from  the  2021-22 Social Justice Statement ACBC Cry of the Earth Cry of the Poor 




