
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 

There is a powerful motif of wisdom in today’s readings. Isn’t it curious that in today’s electronic 

world of almost unlimited accessible knowledge there remains a noticeable lack of authentic wisdom? 

Wisdom comes from having been mindful of experience and learning from living.  

Wisdom 7:7-11  The first reading is from the book of Wisdom, a book that is in the Catholic 

and Orthodox Bibles but not in the Hebrew or Protestant canon. Its full title is the Wisdom of Solomon 

and it was written in Greek by an Alexandrian Jewish teacher some time between 100 BC and 50 AD. 

The author has adopted the persona of King Solomon who stands as the patriarch of Jewish wisdom. It 

was not unusual in those days for an author to write under the assumed name of a famous person. It was 

probably one way of attracting readers. The ‘I’ in our reading alludes to Solomon and his quest for 

wisdom mentioned in 1 Kings 3:6-9 

The author’s aim was to strengthen the faith of his fellow Jews in Alexandria who had to endure anti-

Semitism and a general disenchantment in Greek society with the gods and tenets of traditional Greek 

religion. The book deals with issues like: why does evil go unpunished? Why believe in an afterlife? Is 

Greek wisdom and learning better than Hebrew wisdom?  

In eloquent poetry the writer praises the riches of Lady Wisdom, who was the personified wisdom of 

God in ancient Israel’s wisdom tradition. Because the Hebrew for wisdom (khokhmah) is a feminine 

word, wisdom was understood to be the feminine aspect of God that could be gained by good living 

and growth in knowledge and wholeness. Today’s extract gives us a picture of the spiritual advantages 

of possessing true wisdom. She is far above health, beauty and possessions. 

Psalm 89/90  The poet expresses his conviction that true wisdom is always mindful of the 

divine presence. Our days are short and wisdom prompts us to use them wisely. We ask for inward 

vision so that we may live by sound values in our progress towards spiritual maturity and wholeness. 

Seeking the word of God calls for deep listening to the word in Scripture  

Hebrews 4:12-13 The author here makes the point that the word of God is a saving word that, if 

followed, will lead to ultimate peace and rest with God. If the word is not taken seriously it can be the 

instrument of self-destruction and possible alienation from God. The good news of Jesus, that is, the 

gospel of Jesus, is this word in both the person and the words of Jesus. The word of God, like the 

wisdom of God, is life-giving, but it has to be sought after with enthusiasm and this calls for a deep 

listening to the word in Scripture. Do I have a program of reading the word that will give life to my 

spirit? 

Mark 10:17-30  This extract from Mark is a wonderful tale of human relationship and 

acceptance. It is a pity that so much of this episode can be lost if we don’t have a sound appreciation of 

the World behind the Text, that is, the cultural and historical background of the encounter between Jesus 

and the rich man.  

Mark has Jesus setting out on a journey, and the whole episode becomes an intriguing journey of 

exchange and decision. Approaching Jesus and kneeling before him the man makes an extraordinary 

gesture that speaks of immense respect – he in his fine clothes and Jesus in his ordinary worn attire. To 

kneel before someone in this culture is an act of self-abasement and straightaway draws the lines of 

relationship. Jesus immediately reads this body language and holds back any reaction. 

The question is put with the honorific ‘Good master’ (Aramaic: malpana tova = good teacher). The 

Greek verb that is translated as ‘inherit’ more basically means gaining something one has not earned. 

So, literally, ‘What should I do to gain eternal life?  Aramaic: the life of the ages?’ 

Jesus’ reply indicates that he wants to draw attention away from himself to God who is the source of 

all life and goodness. This is yet another occasion when Jesus harks back to priorities. Then we can 

only imagine him drawing the man to his feet and speaking to him eye to eye. His answer comes as a 

digest of the bottom line ethics of the Decalogue. Incidentally, the first one listed by Mark forbids illegal 

killing with intent, that is, murder/manslaughter, which does not take apply to accidental killing, killing 

in battle or self-defence, or the judicial death penalty.  



Without any note of hypocrisy the man admits he has kept all these from his youth. Mark signals 

Jesus’ approval by noting that ‘Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him.’ Here is a profound 

statement of relationship based on keen observance and a sensitive reading of the man’s body language. 

At the same time, Jesus is acutely aware that every action and word of the man reveals his reaching out 

for something more, something deeper, and so he issues the challenge. But the challenge to detach 

himself from his wealth and the lifestyle it brings is too much, a step too far. His face fell at these words. 

The Greek verb used by Mark means to be gloomy or sad, even shocked. The man went away sad 

without another word. 

Notice, Jesus does not call after him or try to explain himself further. He lets the man go knowing he 

is not ready but he is a good man. He may be ready next week or next year, or never, but Jesus has not 

stopped loving him. He accepts where the rich man is at, and there is no hint of judgement. He draws 

the conclusion that it is hard for any person attached to earthly things to embrace the reign of God where 

only spiritual values are prized.  

How well do I accept difference? Do I expect people to change and fit in with my expectations? Is 

my heart big enough to embrace people of different cultures, customs and language? Can I accept others 

in their own space and actually appreciate that the world is coloured by variety? The reality is that 

without variety and difference this world would be dull. 

Jesus goes on to draw an analogy with a camel trying to squeeze through a needle’s eye. The problem 

is that he says it is hard for this to happen. In fact, the analogy is absurd when the large animal is 

compared with the smallest hole a fist-century Jew could imagine. The exaggeration serves to highlight 

the fact that being part of the reign of God is not going to be brought about by human effort. Peter’s 

next remarks highlight this when he points out that he and the other disciples have left everything. While 

Jesus assures them of a reward, the fact is that God is the one who will decide on rewards and outcomes.   

What am I most grateful for and what do I treasure most? 

Another possible way of looking at Jesus’ comparison is to consider the alternative meaning of the 

Aramaic word for camel (gamla), which is rope. Coincidentally, the two Greek words for camel and 

rope sound remarkably alike: kamēlos = camel and kamilos = rope. Jesus may well be implying that to 

squeeze rope through a needle means the rope has to sheer off most of its thread. People attached to 

their wealth need to realign their values, abandon their hunger for possessions, and focus on their 

spiritual growth. 

Either way, the setting of sails in the direction of spiritual treasure and establishing priorities in line 

with the teachings of Jesus are the lessons from this gospel episode. As Jesus said, with profound 

common sense, ‘Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also’ (Matthew 6:21).  

It is a move of positive psychology to actually name our treasures. We often say ‘count your blessings’ 

but it’s important to name them, better still, write them down. What am I most grateful for and what do 

I treasure most? What is my list of priorities? How do they stack up against the values put forward by 

Jesus in the gospels? 

 

Variety’s the very spice of life 

   That gives it all its flavour.            William Cowper (18th century English poet) 

‘How lucky I am to have something that makes saying goodbye so hard.’                  Winnie the Pooh 

It’s not because you don’t have time. It’s because you’re not making it a priority.  Anonymous 

 

‘I see next door have returned our grill,’ the wife commented. ‘They’ve had it for eight months, and I 

was afraid that in their move, they’d take it with them by mistake.’ 

‘That was our grill?’ shouted her husband. ‘I just paid thirty dollars for it at their garage sale!’ 
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