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Our Lady of Nativity Parish Bulletin . 

 254 Great Western Highway, Lawson, NSW 2783. PO BOX 44, Lawson, 2783. 

 Phone: 4759 1034 or 0418 214 548.     

 Email: olon3@bigpond.com / lawson@parracatholic.org 
 

 Parish Website: www.lawsoncatholicchurch.org.au 

 Parish Priest:    Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052.  Emergency: 0418 461 316. 

 Assistant Priest: Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052.  Emergency: 0415 077 969. 

 Parish Office Hours:  Thursdays &  Fridays 9.30 am - 3.30 pm.                                                               

The Church will be open for private prayer during office hours. 

 Weekend Masses:       Saturday 5:00 PM. Sunday 8:00 AM & 9:00 AM.    

 Weekday Mass:           5:00PM Tuesday and Wednesday and 9:00 AM Thursday.  

48 people only at each Mass. Call the parish office or 0418 214 548 before 5:00PM on  

Fridays to confirm your attendance at  the Mass of your choice or you MAY be denied entry. 

Covid-19 and social distancing restrictions apply to all Masses. QR code sign on is available. 
  Baptisms:                    First & Third Saturdays. By appointment, call the parish office. 

   Reconciliation:            By appointment .Call the parish office. 

   Weddings:                    By appointment six months notice. Call the parish office.  

   Funerals:                      By appointment. Call the parish office. 

We acknowledge and  pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather. 
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Ministry Roster Third Sunday of Lent, W/E 13/14th March, 2021.   

Ministry  5:00 PM  8:00AM  9:00 AM. 

Acolyte:  P Ryan.  J Hall   J Hall 

Commentator: K Mahoney.  Volunteer.  Volunteer. 

Reader:              C Au.   Volunteer.  C Van Gelderen. 

Flowers:              P Currie. 

Cleaning:  R Verhoeven. 

Project Compassion 2021: “Be More” 

Support Caritas Australia this Lenten season by taking home a Project Compassion 

box and/or a set of donation envelopes. Through your generosity, you are assist-
ing some of the world’s most vulnerable people build better futures for them-
selves, their families and their communities. You can donate through Parish boxes 

and envelopes, or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 

1800 024 413. 

Information about the preparation for the  Sacraments of Baptism, First Eucharist,  

Confirmation and Reconciliation is available on the 2021 Sacramental  Preparation Brochure 

which can be viewed on our electronic Bulletin online. 

Our first preparation program will be for First Communion commencing on 22nd April. 

For further information about this program and any of the other programs please ring Maureen Ryan 

0403 931 782 or contact by email olon254@gmail.com 

Pontifical Holy Land Good Friday Collection: 2 April. 

 

The annual Pontifical Good Friday Collection will be held on Friday 2 April around 

Australia. The collection will continue to support the works of the Holy Land Custody 
through the generosity of the Australian Church. Your donation is a direct way to 
make a difference in the lives of those who are keeping alive the Christian presence 

in the land of Jesus in the face of great odds. 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Marriage Enrichment Weekend: 16 – 18 April. 

 

The Worldwide Marriage Encounter are hosting a Marriage Enrichment Weekend from  

16 – 18 April at the Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW. Learn to become the best  
version of yourselves together and live your best life in love. Book online 
at www.wwme.org.au or contact Christine and Terry Mahony on 0490 774 419 

or nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

THE GOSPEL.  John 2:13-25.  

Take these out of here, and stop making 

my Father’s house a marketplace.  

“Take these out of here!” 

This you told the sellers of doves. 

For what shall we make room  

 in your Father’s house, Jesus? 

More room for love of God and our neighbour? 

See all the world’s suffering  

and make it all well?  

 

Show us how. We see the signs that you are 

doing this very day. Help us trust in your love. 

Let all of us, brothers and sisters,  

come together in the temple of 

your body and learn how to                                      

 care for each other.         

 

 Anne M. Osdieck  

.                                                                

Food Drive for Refugees. 

It is with pride that we say we are part of Our Lady of Nativity Catholic Community  as our small  
parish has donated a full car load of food as well as a  literal truck load  to the House of Welcome 
at South Granville.!!! This will make a big difference to all these struggling families and build up the 
morale of all the staff, volunteers and clients of this much needed service.  

 Many thanks to all involved  here at Our Lady of the Nativity. especially to our enthusiastic delivery 
driver.  We have all  surely have embraced the words from Hosea 12:6 which exhorts us to  "Hold 
fast to love and Justice"                                      Carol Teodori and Maureen Ryan. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
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Recently Deceased:  Bishop Bede Heather, First Bishop of Parramatta. 

Sick: Fr Theo Arrivoli, Rob Nickl, Tochillo Brown. Maurice Rooney, Lan Franco Matteucci, Raymond Plumridge, 

Mark Geerligs, Rita D’Amico, John McInerney, Andrew Frater, David Paton, Anthony Griffin and all Private 

Intentions. Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the permission of the 

immediate family. Thank you. 
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OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY SCHOOL 

7 Somers Street, Lawson. Phone: 

4753 2200. Email:    

oln@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Principal:  Mrs Lisa Samojlowicz 

 

STAMPS FOR THE MISSIONS:   

Are you saving your used postage stamps??  

All saved stamps can be left in the “Used Stamp Box” in the 

Church foyer.   

Please remember to leave a 5mm (1/4” or 1/2cm) border 
This Week’s Readings. 

First Reading 
Exodus 20:1-17 (or shorter form, Exodus 20:1-3,7-8,12-17) 

Moses is given the Ten Commandments. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 19:8,9,10,11 

A prayer of praise to God who gives us his commandments 

Second Reading 
1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

Paul preaches Christ crucified to the Corinthians. 

Gospel Reading 
John 2:13-25 

Jesus drives out the moneychangers from the Temple and says that he will destroy the temple and raise it 

up again.  

Background on the Gospel Reading.  
In today’s Gospel we read about how Jesus overturned the tables of the merchants and the  

moneychangers in the Temple at Jerusalem. In order to understand the relevance of Jesus’ action, we must 

learn more about the activities that were going on in the temple area. Worship at the Temple in  

Jerusalem included animal sacrifice, and merchants sold animals to worshipers. Moneychangers  

exchanged Roman coins, which bore the image of the Roman emperor, for the temple coins that were 

needed to pay the temple tax.  

Jesus’ action at the Temple in Jerusalem is recorded in all four Gospels and is often understood to be 

among the events that led to Jesus’ arrest and Crucifixion. The Gospel of John, however, places this event 

much earlier in Jesus’ public ministry than do the Synoptic Gospels. In John’s Gospel this event occurs at 

the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry, after his first miracle at the wedding feast at Cana.  

We must read the Gospel of John carefully, especially in its presentation of Jesus’ relationship to  

Judaism. The Gospel of John tends to reflect greater tension and animosity between Jesus and the Jewish  

authorities than the Synoptic Gospels. The Gospel of John was the last of the four Gospels to be written, 

and its narrative reflects the growing divide between the Jewish community and the early Christian  

community. Thus, greater emphasis on the distinction between Christianity and Judaism is found in John’s 

Gospel.  

Reflecting upon the destruction of the Temple of Jerusalem (A.D. 70), John recalls Jesus’ cleansing of the 

Temple and uses that story to interpret this later event. John explains to his audience, an early  

Christian community, that temple worship would no longer be necessary because it was surpassed in the 

passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus. With greater frequency than the other Evangelists, John inter-

sperses post-Resurrection reflections of this Christian community in his narrative.  

After clearing the Temple of the merchants and the moneychangers, John’s Gospel tells us that the  

people asked for a sign of Jesus’ authority to do such an audacious act. In response, Jesus predicted his 

death and Resurrection. Throughout John’s Gospel, the language of signs is distinctive. Jesus’ miracles are 

called signs, and the people look to these signs for proof of his authority. Here we learn that the sign par 

excellence will be Jesus’ passion, death, and Resurrection.\ 

During Lent we reflect upon the meaning of this sign for us and for our world. We might take this  

opportunity to consider the quality of our prayer and worship. In our prayers we seek to deepen our  

relationship with the person of Christ. In our worship with the community, we gather to experience anew 

the passion, death, and Resurrection of Jesus and its significance in our lives. Christ promises to be  

present with us when we gather for prayer. 

Rembrandt Van Rijn 
Christ Driving The Money 
Changers From The Temple 
1635  

Focusing the Gospel 

Key words and phrases: Destroy this temple, the temple of his body, raised from the dead, disciples. ... came to 
believe 

To the point: What a mess Jesus made! He spilled coins, overturned tables, and even destroyed 

the most important institution in all of Israel—the temple as God's dwelling place. He declared 

that the place of God's presence among people was no longer a building but the “temple of his 

body.” This “temple of his body” would be destroyed by enemies but then raised up to new life 

dwelling among us—and within us who are now the Body of Christ. What a new creation God 

made! 

 

Connecting the Gospel … 

… to the First Reading: Only the power of God could build a new and permanent temple—the risen Body of Christ. 
We proclaim Christ crucified because in the seeming foolishness of his death we know the wisdom and strength of 
the God of life. 

… to experience: The pressures of life often keep us from taking the time to stop and listen—to each other, to 
ourselves, and to God. But only by taking the time to listen can we grow in our relationships, in our quality of life, 
in self-understanding, and in discipleship. 

mailto:oln@parra.catholic.edu.au

