
 

  
 

To the Parents of Children Eligible for First Reconciliation Preparation 

It is now the time of the year that we are generally preparing the children for their First 
Reconciliation ( Confession). These children are usually in class year 3 or above.  

However, we are in “unprecedented times.” Our lives have been turned upside down by the 
Corona Virus.  Therefore, our parish community at Our Lady of the Nativity, Lawson, has had to 
postpone the preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation until 2021. Reconciliation will, 
hopefully, be celebrated in term four next year. Of course, this means that the children will not be 
eligible for their First Holy Communion until 2022. 

It is with regret that we have had to postpone the Reconciliation program as we know there will 
be some disappointment, though probably tempered somewhat by relief, for all the families who 
would have been involved. 

The preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation provides timely opportunities for the 
appropriate moral development of children. It also helps children to understand and reflect on the 
loving forgiveness and healing of God, which is generously given to all.   

 

In the coming months, it could be a good start to talk to the children about right and wrong. It is 
wise to let your child find examples. Ask your child, “Is it right or wrong- if a child were to make 
a deliberately unkind or selfish choice?“  Also, remember to ask your child to give some examples 
of “right” things to do. Don’t forget to remind your child that we can all make wrong choices, 
sometimes even adults do! It’s our aim to develop a healthy conscience not a lack of self esteem 
based on excessive guilt. 

Finally it’s important to focus on God’s loving forgiveness, so, below is a family prayer based on 
the story of “The Lost Sheep” as told by Jesus. 

 

 



 

  
 

Family Prayer Time (suggestion:  light a candle ) 

The Lost Sheep (Luke 15: 1-7; Matthew 18: 12-14) 

Leader : Back in the days when Jesus told this story the shepherds guarded their sheep very well . 
There were no fences, so, without a shepherd wolves could attack the sheep or they could fall into 
a deep ditch.  The shepherd watched them closely, even sometimes sleeping out in the fields to be 
near the sheep.  He knows each sheep, they all had names and the sheep knew the shepherd,    
recognised his voice, trusted him and followed him. 

 
Reader : “Suppose a shepherd has a hundred sheep and loses one of them,” 
Jesus said “What does he do? He leaves the ninety nine in the wilderness and searches until he 
finds the one that is lost. Upon finding it, he is so happy that he puts it on his shoulders and 
carries it back home. There he calls his friends and neighbours together and says to them “rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.”  
Jesus then went on to explain the story, saying, “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who asks for forgiveness than over ninety nine people who have no need to be forgiven” 

 
Leader :Can anyone remember a time when they were lost? 
                How did it feel to be temporarily from your family?                           
                Can we ever temporarily lose God? 
                 How can we return to God again? 
Family Forgiveness Prayer 

Leader 1 :  We remember that we  might have 
said unkind words or were selfish in some way. 
 
All  :  Help us to think about our behaviour 
and be sorry 
 

Leader 2: We remember there are times that we 
have also hurt God by our deliberate wrong  
choices.     
 

All :   O Lord we are sorry, help us to make 
right choices. 
 

Leader 2 : There are some people with whom 
we  should make peace. 
 
All:    Help us to say sorry 
 

Leader 1 :  We know that God has forgiven us 
and helps us to make  better choices. 
 
All  :   O Lord, thank you for your loving and 
healing forgiveness. 
 

Leader 1 : We remember the people  who  
forgave us when we behaved badly.  
 
All :   We give thanks for their caring 
forgiveness. 

Leader 2:  We want to forgive those that have 
hurt us. 
 
All :  We give thanks for God’s love which we 
share by our forgiveness of each other. 
 

 

The Family Prayer Time” is adapted from “Easter is Coming!” by Mary and Herb Montgomery 

May God bless your family, especially during these unpredictable times. 
From The Sacramental Team, Our Lady of the Nativity Catholic Parish, Lawson“ 
 


