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Our Lady of Nativity Parish Bulletin . 

 254 Great Western Highway, Lawson, NSW 2783. PO BOX 44, Lawson, 2783. 

 Phone: 4759 1034 or 0418 214 548.     

 Email:  lawson@parracatholic.org 
 

 Parish Website: www.lawsoncatholicchurch.org.au 

 Parish Priest:      Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052.  Emergency: 0418 461 316. 

 Assistant Priest: Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052.  Emergency: 0415 077 969. 

 Parish Office Hours:  Thursdays &  Fridays 9.30 am - 3.30 pm.                                                               

The Church is open during office hours on Thursday and Friday. Please book in. 

Weekend Masses:       CANCELLED. 

Weekday Masses:       CANCELLED. 

All Masses in the Diocese are cancelled until Bishop Vincent advises an opening date. 

Weddings and Funerals only can take place in our church with up to 24 attendees . For further information 

please call the office. 

We acknowledge and  pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather. 

Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year B.                                   10th October, 2021. 

Parish Support. 

Thank you, Lawson Community for giving and continuing to give to our parish by direct debit 

or EFTS transfer weekly, fortnightly or monthly. This income, together with support from the 

NSW Government is assisting us to keep our parish going during the lockdown. 

Should you wish to donate the details are; 

BSB:  067 950.   Account No: 00000164.  Account Name: Lawson Our Lady of Nativity. 

Thank you all for your ongoing, generous support.                  

Fr Paul. 

Sign the petition to welcome 20,000 refugees fleeing Afghanistan. 

In a sign of unity, major Australian church denominations and Christian  

organisations have come together to urge the Prime Minister to provide a special intake of an additional 

20,000 refugees fleeing Afghanistan and support the ongoing wellbeing of all Afghan refugees and their 

families. For more information and to sign the petition go to www.unitedforafghanistan.com/?

partner=dioceseparramatta 

Catholic Theological College Inter-religious Dialogue Course Information Session: 20  

October. 

The Catholic Theological College is offering a six-week intensive course on “Christian Faith and 

World Religions: Inter-religious dialogue in Australia” over Zoom in Semester 2 2022. The College 
is hosting an information session on Wednesday 20 October from 7pm to 7.30pm AEDT, with  
registration essential at https://divinity.zoom.us/meeting/register/

tZEpfuyorzsiGtGBjOis8utrlDbWvjMe_fWR. Contact the Academic Records Office for enrolment  

Caritas Australia responds to humanitarian crises in Afghanistan and Lebanon. 

In Afghanistan, people have been forced from their homes, with half of the population in urgent 
need of food, water, shelter and protection. In Lebanon, the country is running out of power,  

water, fuel, medicine and food. Please donate to Caritas Australia respond to crises like these by 
visiting caritas.org.au/lebanon or www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan or call 1800 024 413 toll-free to 

provide much needed support.    

For the Love of God. 

Besides being a very interesting story, this Sunday’s Gospel gives rich spiritual advice for us. To put it simply, God is 

worth more than anything else in our lives. Our story is about a rich young man. Whoever he was, in the Gospel “he had 

many possessions.” Yet he does seem to have had a good heart, some humility, and a positive opinion about Jesus. 

Jesus is not just announcing truths to someone or other, he is carefully building faith in someone he loves. 

Without warning he literally runs up to Jesus, kneels down before him, and asks the question, “Good teacher, what must 

I do to inherit eternal life?” 

This young man must have impressed Jesus. Yet he gives the man a seemingly incongruous reply. “Why do you call me 

good? No one is good but God alone.” 

How in the world does this answer fit the question? Of course, one interpretation would be that it does not, that it is the 

result of an odd editing of the story at a later time. But I want to suggest a much simpler explanation. 

Since Jesus already saw the seeds of faith in this man, he was trying to grow that faith. Here would be the logic of Jesus' 

response: (1) only God is (fully) good. (2) yet you have called me good. (3) Maybe you are sensing the Godliness in me. 

We are not told of a response from the man, but we see Jesus going on to take him through the essentials. 

Look, he says, you know about the commandments, don’t you, and he names six of them. He expects that the man will 

say yes, at which point he can lead him further in the love of God. 

The man gives a wonderful answer: “teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth.” We know that Jesus’ heart 

was warmed by this answer because of the next line of the Gospel: 

Jesus, looking at him, loved him. 

Keep in mind that Mark’s is the most terse of the four Gospels, so this startling sentence reveals much about the scene. 

Jesus is not just announcing truths to someone or other, he is carefully building faith in someone he loves. 

So he tells the rich young man, with care, what the next step is. You are lacking in one thing. 

Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me. 

But, like you and me, the rich young man is not ready to go so far. “At that statement his face fell, and he went away 

sad, for he had many possessions.” 

 

John Foley, SJ. 
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Recently Deceased:   

 Anniversaries:  .Doroteo Herandez, & Nellie Van Baast.  

Sick: Fr Theo Arrivoli, Rob Nickl, Maurice Rooney, Lan Franco Matteucci, Raymond Plumridge, Mark   

  Geerligs, Rita D’Amico, Anthony Griffin, and all Private Intentions. Due to the strict privacy laws, names of the  

  deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 
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OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY 

SCHOOL 

7 Somers Street, Lawson. 

Phone: 4753 2200. Email:    

oln@parra.catholic.edu.au 

SANTA MARIA CONFERENCE 

CENTRE  

Available for meetings,  

functions and conferences. 

Phone Sr Veronica on  

4759 1116 for enquiries. 

First Reconciliation Preparation Program  commences with our Parent  

evening on Thursday 28th OCTOBER. 

Please see the information letter attached to our website, it is important to make contact 

with the me  ASAP, as  I need to know  the numbers  of applicants so arrangements can 

be  be made to organise the book and  materials for the families to use in this home  

preparation. I also need to have contact details  for further direct communication to the 

families involved. 

Maureen Ryan. 

Sacramental Coordinator  

olon254@gmail.com 0403931782 

 

The First meeting of the 5th Plenary Council of Australia started last  

Sunday. Please see the attached news which has information about the  
Parramatta Diocese members of the Council, including our very own Carol  

Teodori. There she was photographed with a very happy group who are all ready to listen, 
pray and speak all last week.. Even if, for Carol, it was actually via Zoom from the comfort 

from her own lounge room ! 

There is also a summary of the responses to the official agenda by  
deaneries and parishes across our diocese. So the members  all have a lot to consider. Let 

us all pray that the meeting of this first part of the Plenary Council starts some reflection 

and prayer  to help with decisions in July next year. 

Maureen Ryan 

Chair, Deanery Pastoral Council 

This Week’s Readings. 

First Reading 
Wisdom 7:7-11 
Wisdom is preferred above gold and silver. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 90:12-13,14-15,16-17 
The Lord fills us with love and joy. 

Second Reading 
Hebrews 4:12-13 
The Word of God exposes the heart. 

Gospel Reading 
Mark 10:17-30 (shorter form Mark 10:17-27) 
A man with many possessions asks Jesus what he must do to gain eternal life. 

Background on the Gospel Reading.  
Today we continue reading the Gospel of Mark from where we left off last Sunday. Last Sunday our Gospel told how 
Jesus was tested by the Pharisees about the requirements for divorce. Recall that these chapters come from the  
second part of Mark’s Gospel, which chronicles the beginning of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. 
In today’s Gospel, an unnamed man approaches Jesus and inquires about what he must do to inherit eternal life.  
Jesus replies that one must follow the commandments of the Law of Moses. The man acknowledges that he has  
observed all of these since his childhood. Jesus then says that only one thing is lacking: he must give his possessions 
to the poor and follow Jesus. The man leaves in sadness, and Mark tells us that this is because he had many  
possessions. 
The belief in resurrection and eternal life was a relatively recent development in Jewish thought at Jesus’ time, and it 
wasn’t shared by everyone. The Pharisees taught that there would be a resurrection from the dead; the Sadducees 
did not share this belief. Jesus taught that there would be a final judgment for everyone and eternal life (the Kingdom 
of God) for believers. 
Jesus makes two requirements of the wealthy man who approaches him. First, he must give up his possessions. 
Throughout history, some Christians have taken this literally. Their example witnesses to us a radical commitment to 
the Gospel of Jesus. Some have read this as a particular requirement directed to this specific individual. Still others 
have sought to explain the meaning intended by the word possessions as those things that prevent one from  
following Jesus. Christians have generally understood that at the least, following Jesus requires that believers hold 
material possessions loosely and remain vigilant against seeking security in accumulating possessions. 
The second requirement Jesus makes of this man is the invitation that Jesus extends to all would-be disciples: 
“follow me.” Jesus very much wants this man to be his disciple. We believe that the Christian faith is one in which 
each believer is in a personal relationship with Jesus. Just as this Gospel tells us that Jesus loves the man and is sad 
when he departs, so too, Jesus loves us and is saddened when we are unable to follow him.  
We see in this Gospel reading another example of Mark’s pattern, which shows Jesus offering further elaboration 
about his message and meaning to his disciples. To his disciples, Jesus laments the challenges faced by those who are 
rich in following him and entering the Kingdom of God. In reply to the disciples’ astonishment at the strictness of the 
standard that Jesus speaks about today, Jesus reminds his disciples that nothing is impossible with God. Salvation is 
determined by our ability to rely completely upon God. 

Peter replies to Jesus by boasting that the disciples have already given up everything. Jesus acknowledges that those 
who have given up everything for the sake of the Gospel will be rewarded. This reward begins now, in the new  
community that one will gain in this life, and will continue in the eternal age to come. Our personal relationship with 
Jesus is also an invitation to the community of faith, the Church. 

Opening Again. 

We are just about to celebrate Mass again once Bishop Vincent opens all diocesan Churches, and that should be when the 

State reaches 80% double vaccination. 

At OLN we will then be able to have 24 people at each Mass, booking in, then signing on with the QR code on arrival is re-

quired. The four-square metre rule, with 1.5 metre social distancing will apply. These rules will then disappear on 1st Decem-

ber, 2021. 

Until then, when the church opens for Mass, Weddings and Funerals will also be limited to 24 with the above rules. Baptisms 

will also re-commence at 80% double vaccination. 

Our church will be open for private prayer from Thursday 14th October, 2021 on Thursdays and Fridays (10:00 AM to 12:00 

PM) with booking in & sign on required. 

Please note that the above represents the latest State Government plan and may change at any time. 

I look forward to celebrating the Eucharist with you soon. 

Fr Paul. 
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