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Our Lady of Nativity Parish Bulletin . 

 254 Great Western Highway, Lawson, NSW 2783. PO BOX 44, Lawson, 2783. 

 Phone: 4759 1034 or 0418 214 548.     

 Email:  lawson@parracatholic.org 
 

 Parish Website: www.lawsoncatholicchurch.org.au 

 Parish Priest:    Fr Paul Slyney - 4754 1052.  Emergency: 0418 461 316. 

 Assistant Priest: Fr Shinto Francis - 4754 1052.  Emergency: 0415 077 969. 

 Parish Office Hours:  Thursdays &  Fridays 9.30 am - 3.30 pm.                                                               

The Church will be open for private prayer during office hours. 

 Weekend Masses:       Saturday 5:00 PM. Sunday 8:00 AM & 9:00 AM.    

 Weekday Mass:           5:00PM Tuesday and Wednesday and 9:00 AM Thursday.  

48 people only at each Mass. Call the parish office or 0418 214 548 before 5:00PM on  

Fridays to confirm your attendance at  the Mass of your choice or you MAY be denied entry. 

Covid-19 and social distancing restrictions apply to all Masses. QR code sign on is available. 
  Baptisms:                    First & Third Saturdays. By appointment, call the parish office. 

   Reconciliation:            By appointment .Call the parish office. 

   Weddings:                    By appointment, six months notice. Call the parish office.  

   Funerals:                      By appointment. Call the parish office. 

We acknowledge and  pay respect to the Darug and Gundugarra People and their elders - the traditional custodians of the land on which we gather. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter—Year B.                                                                2nd May, 2021. 

Ministry Roster Fifth Sunday of Easter 2nd May, 2021.   

Ministry  5:00 PM   8:0AM   9:00 AM. 

Acolyte:  P Speter.   P Doherty  P Doherty. 

Commentator: T Burgheim.   Volunteer.  C Day 

Reader:              T O’Donnell.   Michael K   D Hitchen. 

Flowers:              J West. 

Cleaning:  R Verhoeven. 

Dr Laurie Woods Gospel Study Series. 

CCD is pleased to offer a Study of the Gospel of St John with Dr Laurie Woods over 5 
Fridays – 23 and 30 April and 7, 14 and 21 May. These sessions, held from 9.30am to 

2pm, will open our eyes to the depth of this Gospel and its application to everyday life, 
and are open to all. Please register with Maree at maree.collis@parracatholic.org or 

phone (02) 8838 3486. 

Pastoral Council Formation and Training. 

The Pastoral Planning Office are hosting monthly Zoom sessions offering tips, tricks 
and best practice in a variety of areas for healthy and productive parish, deanery and 

diocesan pastoral councils. Sessions will be held on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
from 7.30pm to 9pm. If you are on a council or work closely with our  
councils, claim this date. Register at https://tinyurl.com/serving-christs-mission or  

contact Lisa for more information on 0448 652 720 or lisa.bright@parracatholic.org 

Introduction to Safeguarding Training. 

 

The Diocese of Parramatta is launching new online Safeguarding training for all 
parish staff and volunteers. Zoom sessions to introduce the training will be held 

2pm-3pm on April 28 or May 5. More information to follow or email  
Sonia Fingleton at the Diocese at Sonia.Fingleton@parracatholic.org  

 

The Vine. 

The heart of Christian community is the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the vine; we are the branches. Living 
within the vine, we “will produce abundantly.” Separated from the vine, we are, “a withered, rejected 
branch which can do nothing.” 

The commandment that binds together this community is twofold: to believe in Jesus and to “love one an-
other as he commanded us.” When following this commandment of faith and love, “we are at peace before 
him.” Such a community of faith, love and peace is possible, and Luke assures us that “throughout all Judea, 
Galilee and Samaria the church was at peace.” 

Our world is not at peace; there is war and division everywhere. For our Church to speak peace to this world, 
it will have to be a peaceful community. There must be that faith in, and reliance on Jesus, and there must 
also be that love for one another. The world must be able to look at us and say that we are at peace. Only 
then will our message of peace get through to others. 

That the Church may really be the sign of that solidarity which the family of nations desires, it should show in 
its own life greater cooperation between the Churches of rich and poor 
regions through spiritual communion and division of human and mate-
rial resources. 

Synod of Bishops, Justice in the World, 1971: 59. 

Gerald Darring SJ 

Catalyst For Renewal Reflection. 

Non-violence and Contemplation, presented by Donna Mulhearn 
How contemplative spirituality sustains our action in the world. 

 

How can we be peacemakers in an age of violence?  Peace activist, author and 
former human shield in Iraq, Donna Mulhearn, will lead a discussion about the 
radical gospel teaching of non-violence, how we can express it in the world  
today and its link to prayer and contemplation. 
Venue: Santa Maria Hall, 9:30am, Saturday May 15th. 

mailto:maree.collis@parracatholic.org
https://tinyurl.com/serving-christs-mission
mailto:lisa.bright@parracatholic.org
mailto:Sonia.fingleton@parracatholic.org
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Recently Deceased:  David Powell, Andrew Walker & Tochillo Brown. 

 Anniversaries:  John Byrne & Lynette Martinson.  

Sick:  Fr Theo Arrivoli, Rob Nickl, Maurice Rooney, Lan Franco Matteucci, Raymond Plumridge, Mark 

Geerligs, Rita D’Amico, Andrew Frater, Anthony Griffin and all Private Intentions. Due to the strict privacy laws, names of 

the deceased and sick can only be included in the Bulletin with the permission of the immediate family. Thank you. 
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OUR LADY OF THE NATIVITY 

SCHOOL 

7 Somers Street, Lawson. 

Phone: 4753 2200. Email:    

oln@parra.catholic.edu.au 

SANTA MARIA CONFERENCE 

CENTRE  

Available for meetings,  

functions and conferences 

Phone Sr Veronica on  

4759 1116 for enquiries. 

Sacramental News. 

The First Communion preparation has commenced with a meeting for parents. This was  

meaningful for all of us, as we reflected on the importance of the Mass in the lives of Catholic   

Christians. The Mass  with  its’ basis as a sacred ‘’Meal,” helps us to understand that we are  

family, related to each other with  Jesus at the heart of our community. Jesus is at one with each 

one of us.  

We also explored the reality of the presence of Jesus through the bread and wine. 

Please pray for these families as they continue to explore the love of God for each family and 

God’s love for our community of Our Lady of the Nativity. 

 

Newly Baptised. 

Congratulations to James Smith, Harrison Legge and Zara  Legge who were all baptised last 

week.  We pray for many blessings for these little ones and their parents Paul Smith and Jessica 

Frazer and James and Rebecca Legge. 

Blue Mountains Deanery Pastoral Council. 

Our Deanery Pastoral council meetings have commenced for 2021. The new Pastoral 
Council (term of 3 years) has retained many of the same members and just 4 new  
members. We have a new Dean of the Council, Fr John McSweeney. Your representatives 
Maureen Ryan and Carol Teodori were elected as chair and assistant chair of the Council. 

The council is full of enthusiasm with quite a few plans on the boil. The food drive we 
had in February was a successful result  of our planning in 2020. But, even with all this 
good will, we ask for your prayers to help us to discern what is needed and to implement 
the strategies to enrich all our parishes in the Blue Mountains and Emu Plains. 

 

Maureen Ryan. 

This Week’s Readings. 

First Reading 
Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31 

Paul is accepted by the apostles at Jerusalem. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 22:26-27,28,30,31-32 

The whole world shall praise the Lord. 

Second Reading 
1 John 3:18-24 

God commands us to believe in Jesus Christ and to love one another. 

Gospel Reading 
John 15:1-8 

Jesus teaches that he is the vine and that his disciples are the branches. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today’s reading from the Gospel of John is part of Jesus’ discourse at the Last Supper. Recall that John tells the 

story of Jesus’ Last Supper differently from the other Evangelists. In John’s Gospel, the Last Supper begins 

with Jesus washing his disciples’ feet. Jesus then provides them with a series of instructions. We call this  

section the Last Supper discourse or Jesus’ farewell discourse. In these chapters of John’s Gospel, Jesus  

instructs his disciples about the importance of following his example of love and service, about the gift they will 

receive when Jesus sends them the Holy Spirit, and about their relationship with Jesus and with the world. The 

Last Supper discourse concludes with Jesus’ prayer for his disciples. 

Today’s Gospel reading is taken from middle of the Last Supper discourse. Jesus speaks about his relationship 

to his disciples. In his metaphor of the vine and the branches, Jesus is referencing the Hebrew Scriptures. In the 

Hebrew Scriptures, Israel is the vineyard, and Yahweh himself tends the vineyard. One of the primary themes 

of John’s Gospel is to show Jesus to be the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel. 

In this passage, Jesus teaches his disciples that his relationship with them will not end after his death; he will 

remain with them always. This unity between Jesus and his disciples is the basis for their ability to continue to 

do the work that he began. Similarly, Jesus’ presence with us through the Gift of the Holy Spirit enables us to 

continue the work of love and reconciliation that he began. 

Jesus also teaches his disciples about the importance of the words he has taught to them. Just as Jesus will  

remain in the disciples, so too will his words. We come to know Jesus through the Scriptures, the living Word 

of God. Our commitment to be Christ’s disciples is sustained through God’s Word. This commitment is also 

strengthened by our life of prayer and nourished by the Eucharist. Through the Eucharist, Jesus dwells in us, 

remains with us, and transforms us so that we might bear fruit in his name. 

We observe many people who act in ways that show their commitment to serve their neighbor. Christians and 

non-Christians feed the hungry, care for the sick, shelter the homeless, and give alms to the poor. These actions 

become acts of Christian discipleship when they are motivated by our relationship with Jesus. Whatever the  

immediate results, Jesus promises us that these actions will bear fruit when we undertake them in his name. 

mailto:oln@parra.catholic.edu.au

